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Somalia • Famine & Drought  
Situation Report No. 34  
8 February  2012  

 

This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collabor ation with humanitarian partners. It was issued by 
OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 2 to 8 February 2012. The next report will be issued on 22  
February 2012.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• On 3 February, the Food Security and Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and Famine Early Warning Systems 

Network (FEWS NET) announced the end of famine conditions in southern Somalia, but warned that 2.34 
million people throughout the country remain in crisis, unable to meet essential food and non-food needs. 

• Two regions remain of particular concern. In Lower Juba and Bakool, high numbers of acutely 
malnourished children continue to be reported and access to treatment services remains severely 
restricted. 

• The removal of thousands of internally displaced Somalis from government buildings in Mogadishu 
continues. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
On 3 February, FSNAU and FEWS NET 
announced that famine conditions no 
longer exist in Somalia. However, they 
warned that 2.34 million people – nearly 
a third of the population – remain in 
crisis, unable to meet essential food and 
non-food needs. Nearly three quarters of 
the population in crisis are in the 
southern regions, where humanitarian 
access remains challenging. The 
reclassification of Mogadishu internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), Afgooye IDPs 
and agro-pastoral households in Middle 
Shabelle from ‘famine’ to ‘emergency’ 
food insecurity levels is the result of 
substantial humanitarian assistance and 
the above-average Deyr harvest.  
 
The level of acute malnutrition among 
IDPs in Mogadishu dropped from 45 per 
cent in August to 20 per cent in 
December. Death rates also declined 
since August but remain at the famine 
threshold of two deaths per 10,000 
people per day. 
 
According to FSNAU and FEWS NET, 
two regions remain of particular concern. 
In Lower Juba and Bakool, high 
numbers of acutely malnourished 
children continue to be reported and 
access to treatment services remains 
severely restricted.  
 
Risk of a poor April-June Gu rainy 
season remains, and people in southern 
regions continue to be vulnerable to both 
price and rainfall shocks following the 
devastating effects of the recent famine. 
As a result, large numbers of people are 
likely to remain in crisis until the August 
2012 Gu-season harvest, with numbers 
likely to increase starting in May in Juba, Shabelle and Bay regions, when the benefit of the current harvest will be 
reduced. Any additional shocks, including a continuation or expansion of humanitarian access restrictions, poor 
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Gu-season rainfall, additional displacement, disease outbreaks, trade restrictions, or large-scale return of refugees 
from Kenyan and Ethiopian refugee camps, could cause a rapid decline in nutrition and mortality outcomes 
throughout southern Somalia. Continued, large-scale, multi-sectoral support is critical to prevent the reversal of 
gains made. More information can be found on http://www.fsnau.org. 
 
Following the 30 January ban of ICRC by Al Shabaab, the ICRC reiterated its commitment to the people of 
Somalia and assured that no food suspected to be unfit for human consumption was distributed to aid recipients in 
Somalia. Between June and December 2011, ICRC provided more than 1.2 million people living in central and 
southern Somalia with one-month food rations. 
 
Media and field reports continue to express concern about the removal of internally displaced persons (IDPs) from 
government buildings in Mogadishu by Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces which began on 31 January. 
Discussions are on-going with the humanitarian community, IDPs and government officials to find alternative 
accommodation. Thousands of people are living in IDP settlements in the city after fleeing conflict and drought.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern So malia 
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE 
Needs: The Food Assistance Cluster (FAC) is reassessing beneficiary targets to ensure they are aligned with the 
latest FSNAU figures. Based on previous figures of four million food-insecure people, humanitarian partners 
agreed to target three million people with food assistance in the 2012 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia.  
 
Response: The FAC overall strategy is geared towards sustaining the humanitarian response at a level that will 
prevent the reoccurrence of famine conditions and further strengthen people’s livelihoods. This includes increasing 
conditional cash transfers aimed at building livelihood resilience and human capital, as well as providing food 
assistance especially to people still in humanitarian emergency and acute food and livelihood crisis. These efforts 
will require continued flexible funding.  
 
Most partners are finalising monthly distribution reports for January. However, based on distribution reports 
received from partners by 29 January, an estimated 1.1 million people were reached with various modalities of 
food assistance including general food distributions, cash and food vouchers. This number is expected to increase 
marginally on receipt of outstanding reports.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: An estimated 1.8 million people in need in southern Somalia did not receive food 
assistance from cluster members in December 2011 as a result of the 18 November Al Shabaab ban on some 
organizations delivering food in South Central Somalia. 
 

NUTRITION 
Needs: According to FSNAU, an estimated 325,000 acutely malnourished children are currently in need of 
specialized nutrition treatment services in Somalia, 70 per cent of whom are in southern regions.  
 
Response: As of the end of January, 22 stabilisation centres (SC) for malnourished children were in place in 
southern and central Somalia, three in Somaliland and one in Puntland. In addition, 573 outpatient therapeutic 
programmes (OTP) were operating in the southern and central regions, 104 in Somaliland, and 35 in Puntland, 
while 765 supplementary feeding programmes (TSFP) were in place in the southern and central regions, 64 in 
Somaliland and 82 in Puntland.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Gaps continue to be reported in areas of the South especially in Afgooye, Bakool, Bay, 
Middle and Lower Shabelle and parts of Middle and Lower Juba where several partners on the ground can no 
longer operate due to the Al Shabaab ban.  
 

HEALTH 
Needs: In 2012, the cluster will target three million people throughout Somalia including 2.6 million located in the 
southern and central regions.   
 
Response: The ‘Stamp out Cholera!’ radio campaign launched in December by the Health and WASH Clusters 
will continue until April. The aim of this public awareness campaign is to ensure that households have at least one 
person who knows how to prevent cholera and knows what to do in case symptoms occur. Using local radio 
stations helps target the more inaccessible populations with life-saving messages. According to WHO, children 
and women are the most vulnerable to cholera, with children under age 5 counting for 75 per cent of all cases. 
 
On 5 February, the cluster began the training of more than 5,000 vaccinators who will carry out the first round of 
Child Health Days activities in Somaliland, planned to take place from 19-23 February. During this first round, 
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nearly 413,205 children under age 5 will be immunized against measles, polio and diphtheria while 475,186 
women of child-bearing age will be immunized against tetanus. Two rounds of immunizations are planned.   
 
In January 2012, disease surveillance recorded 1,118 cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), 483 cases of 
suspected measles and 1,879 cases of malaria in southern and central regions. 
 
This week, in a bid to reach more people with essential health services due to limited health facilities, two health 
partners conducted free mobile clinic campaigns in Banadir and Lower Shabelle regions reaching nearly 6,300 
people including 2,000 children under 5 years of age and 3,370 women.  
 
Gaps and Constraints:  As a response to the 28 November Al Shabaab ban, the health cluster is adopting 
innovative approaches to continue procurement or purchase of essential health supplies, including providing 
supplies through new private sector partners. Although the magnitude of services has scaled down due to 
constraints, health facilities are maintaining primary health care service provision to the beneficiaries.  
 

WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH)  
Needs: In 2012, the WASH Cluster aims to ensure 2.6 million people have increased, equal and sustained access 
to safe and appropriate water, sanitation services and hygiene promotion.  
 
Response: A tracking matrix to monitor acute watery diarrhoea (AWD)/cholera is in operation to enable a quicker, 
more targeted response by WASH Cluster partners. The matrix, which monitors needs and response activities, is 
meant to help partners adapt their response activities based on identified gaps. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Coordination continues to assess and address the gaps through the Banadir/Lower 
Shabelle regional WASH Cluster.  
 

AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS  
Needs: The Agriculture & Livelihoods Cluster is reassessing beneficiary targets to ensure they are aligned with the 
latest FSNAU figures. 
 
Response: In December 2011, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia announced the upcoming merger 
between the Agriculture and Livelihoods and Food Assistance Clusters into what will henceforth be known as the 
Food Security Cluster. The cluster will aim to address both the immediate needs of the affected populations as 
well as longer-term livelihood stabilisation and strengthening. The co-lead agencies, FAO and WFP, are holding a 
series of consultations to discuss the structure and guidance of the cluster. The process will be finalized at the end 
of February.   
 

EDUCATION 
Needs: Somalia has one of the lowest enrolment rates in the world. Of the estimated 2.3 million school-aged 
children in southern and central Somalia, 1.8 million do not attend school.  
 
Response : Reports received from the field continue to indicate rising school enrolment in southern and central 
Somalia for the new term that commenced in early January. Since last term, education partners report that 
enrolments have risen by 10 per cent in the Mudug region and by 20-25 per cent in Gedo. Galgaduud and Bakool 
regions also recorded improved enrolments. The increase is attributed to activities such as the distribution of food 
vouchers in schools which has been a key pull factor in famine-affected areas, enabling families to prioritize 
education during times of hardship. 
 
In January, cluster partners began the construction of 48 additional classrooms in Bakool, Galgaduud, Hiraan, 
Middle Juba and Middle Shabelle regions. Eight of these classrooms were completed by the end of January. In 
addition, a further 13 classrooms were rehabilitated in Bakool, Galgaduud and Hiraan. 
 
During the reporting week, the Education and WASH Clusters started working on a joint initiative to reinforce key 
messages on hygiene, sanitation and disease prevention among partners in emergency-affected areas in the 
southern regions. Education Cluster partners and Community Education Committee members will participate in a 
five-day training-of-trainers in February.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: A lack of funding, the Al Shabaab ban, a lack of learning spaces, materials and capacity 
among teachers are the main constraints to education access in southern and central Somalia.  
 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)  
Needs: UNHCR estimates that there are approximately 1.35 million IDPs in Somalia. In 2012, Shelter Cluster 
partners will target 1,010,000 IDPs with emergency assistance packages (EAPs). The cluster will also aim to 
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improve the living conditions of longer-term IDPs by providing materials with which families can upgrade their 
existing buuls (temporary structures). 
 
Response: During the reporting week, an additional 54 corrugated galvanised iron units were completed in 
Quardho in Bari region benefiting 324 IDPs. The total number of galvanised shelters now numbers 119 since the 
beginning of 2012 in Hiraan and Quardho. An additional 104 shelter units are planned in the coming weeks on 
land where IDPs have good tenure security. In addition, reports from partners over the reporting week indicate that 
standardised EAPs were distributed to 2,502 IDPs in Lower Shabelle.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: The limited number of operational partners, a lack of resources and access constraints 
continues to hamper distribution in the Bakool region. 
 

PROTECTION 
Needs: The most vulnerable people are IDPs who face forced displacement, gender-based and child rights 
violations and legal violations. Returning refugees continue to face violations such as looting of their property by 
armed militias and criminal gangs as well as lack of security in southern and central regions. In 2012, the 
Protection Cluster will target 50,000 beneficiaries directly and 750,000 indirectly. 
 
Response: During the reporting week, partners reported cross border movements of refugees from the Dadaab 
refugee camps in Kenya back to Somalia. While no exact numbers are available, partners indicated that farmers 
are returning to their land for the harvest season. This requires an urgent scale-up of humanitarian assistance in 
areas near the Kenyan/Somalia and Ethiopian/Somalia borders. 
 
From January 2012 to date, cluster partners report that 15,907 protection violation survivors and other vulnerable 
people throughout Somalia continue to benefit from various protection interventions such as psycho social, legal, 
and/or medical support and protection through livelihood activities to improve IDP quality of life.  
 
Between 27 January and 2 February, 91 violations were reported. The violations include physical attack / attack 
not resulting in death, rape, manslaughter, illegal arrest and detention and domestic violence etc.   
 
During the reporting week, Protection Cluster partners conducted advocacy sessions with local authorities and 
land owners on access to land for IDPs in Baringa in Bossaso. Plans are also underway to conduct a workshop for 
IDP communities on gender-based violence and conflict management in Bossaso between 4 and 8 February 2012. 
  
Gaps and Constraints: By the end of 2011, the cluster was 82 per cent under-funded. Access to some regions 
within Somalia remains a challenge due to the presence of armed groups, particularly in Lower Juba, Lower 
Shabelle and Middle Shabelle. Protection Cluster partners face particular difficulties to assess the protection 
situation and report on and assist violation survivors in southern and central Somalia. 
 

LOGISTICS 
Djibouti Port, Dar es Salaam and Mombasa Port are all experiencing congestion, with waiting times ranging from 2 
to 3 weeks.  
 

IV. Coordination  
 
In Hargeysa, Woqooyi Galbeed region, a group of NGOs, UN agencies and local government authorities visited 
the land where the government plans to relocate the Mohamed Mooge Settlement. The Hargeysa Municipality has 
stated it will grade the land, rehabilitate the road to the new settlement, construct a police station and supply the 
IDPs with water for one month. It will also contribute to the construction of water berkeds (concrete reservoirs) and 
a health post. Cluster partners have committed to provide NFIs to the IDPs and construct temporary latrines. 
 
On 2 February, the Ministry of Resettlement and Rehabilitation presented its draft IDP policy to the IDP Working 
Group which will comment before submission to the cabinet for approval. 
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V. Funding 

 
2012 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 09 February 2012) 

486

344

260

105

85

69

68

44

37

24

Agriculture and Livelihoods

Food Assistance

Nutrition

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Health

Protection

Shelter and NFIs

Education

Logistics

Enabling Programmes

0% funded
19%
6%
0%
0%
1%
0%
0%
4%
77%

Total : $1.5 billion requested, 7% funded 
 

Total: $1.5 billion requested 
 
 

7%
funded

93%
unmet

 

For more information, visit http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CAP2012. 
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options:  
 
1. Support the appeals for the countries in the Horn of Africa  
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)  
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia  
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the OCHA 
website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and rec ipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing 
fts@un.org . 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Nairobi       New York 
Órla Fagan       Edem Wosornu 
Public Information Officer     Horn of Africa Desk  
Tel: +254 (0)78 6527210     Tel: +1 212 963 8621 
Email: fagano@un.org     Email: wosornu@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia. 


